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Fisheries and aquaculture play an important role in achieving
food security, livelihoods and economic development.

€19.1 billion 

538.350 employed
 (EC, 2020)

EU





resources



Fifth-largest producer
of fishery and

aquaculture products 

3% of global production
(EUMOFA, 2021)

The average person living in the EU
 consumes 24.4 kg of fish or seafood per year

The EU internal production  covers more than 2/3 of its
consumption of pelagic fish and more than 1/2 of its

consumption of molluscs.



75% of fish consumed
come from the wild

25% of fish consumed
come from the aquaculture

Fisheries and aquaculture play an important role in achieving
food security, livelihoods and economic development.

In 2019 downward trend of EU
catches and a subsequent

increase in imports (EUMOFA,
2021). 



Methodological Background



Collection of all the relevant EU and National legislation to identify all the
updated documents on the relevant topics

sustainable aquaculture 
production and consumption in the primary sector 
circular economy 

Mapping of relevant UE initiatives

Analysis of the relevant scientific literature, reports from the international
institutions / relevant project, civil society stakeholders / circular economy
promoters  / relevant market players, statistical reports 



Drivers and barriers on Circular Economy in the sustainable
fishing and aquaculture sector

Cultural/Social

Istitutional/Governance

Economic/Market

Technological/Environmental



Drivers and barriers on Circular Economy in the sustainable
fishing and aquaculture sector

Cultural/Social

Costumer culture to buy new products

Lack of consumer awareness on the
externalities of products, including food 

Reduced willingness to pay 
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Drivers and barriers on Circular Economy in the sustainable
fishing and aquaculture sector

Cultural/Social

resistant company culture

demographic characteristics 
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Local communities could play an important role in
supporting sustainable fisheries and aquaculture



Drivers and barriers on Circular Economy in the sustainable
fishing and aquaculture sector

Institutional

EU policies are currently the main driver in the adoption
of a Circular Economy in fishing and aquaculture.

little or no targeted indication for
fisheries or aquaculture



Drivers and barriers on Circular Economy in the sustainable
fishing and aquaculture sector

Institutional Lack of heterogeneity

Delays in the
adoption of the

Maritime Spatial
Planning 

limited circular procurement



Drivers and barriers on Circular Economy in the sustainable
fishing and aquaculture sector

Tecnological factors Promote the eco-design 

Life cycle assessment (LCA)



Proposals to foster CE in fishing and aquaculture

Prop. 1 - Improve attitudes towards a circular fishing and aquaculture by:



Proposals to foster CE in fishing and aquaculture

Prop. 2 - A review of the current legislation which aims to:



Proposals to foster CE in fishing and aquaculture

Prop. 2 - A review of the current legislation which aims to:



Proposals to foster CE in fishing and aquaculture

Prop. 3 - Develop reliable and efficient economic tools by:



Proposals to foster CE in fishing and aquaculture

Prop. 4 - Improve technological aspects through: 



Thank you for the attention


