
Thanasis Koukounaris

akoukounaris@g.upatras.gr 

BLUEfasma identity and main results



Project Identity 

Title: Empowering innovation capacity of SMEs, maritime clusters and networks in 

MED islands and coastal areas to support blue Circular Economy (CE) growth in 

fishing/aquaculture

Co-financing: European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) through the Interreg 

MED Programme 2014-2020

Project total budget : 2,811,585.00 ú

Duration : November 2019 ïJune 2022



Project Identity 



The Consortium



Project Main Goals

#1 

Enhance innovation capacity of SMEs 

and maritime clusters/networks by 

1) transferring knowledge, 

2) recording their level of circularity 

3) supporting financing & transferability

#2

Improve transnational cooperation and 

deep networking amongst SMEs, 

maritime clusters & networks to facilitate 

transfer of replicable results

#3 

Capitalise on BLUEfasma Testing & Transferring 

results to shift policies 

of fishing/aquaculture towards Circular 

Economy innovation



Project Concrete Results

BLUEfasma e-network facilitates 

experience exchange & networking 

amongst all actors in fishing/aquaculture 

sector

BLUEfasma Livings Labs (BLLs) integrate 

R&I, create user-centered open-innovation 

ecosystems focused on increasing 

circularity in fishing/aquaculture

BLUEfasma Circular Economy 

consolidated knowledge base; 

systematizes best practices, tools, 

solutions in fishing/aquaculture 

195 

registered 

users so far



Project Concrete Results

BLUEfasma Circularity self-assessment 

tool as a unified measure of SMEs 

readiness & willingness to invest in CE. 

Decision support tool - highly transferable to 

coastal/insular areas. 

Enhance effective synergies between 

businesses, research bodies & Public 

Authorities in BLLs and during the 

transferring phase

BLUEfasma Capacity Building 

Instrument integrates existing 

financing Programmes/Funds and 

available opportunities for projects' 

funding in blue Circular Economy (CE) 

and R&I business investment in the key 

blue growth of fishing and aquaculture

114 SMEs in fishing/aq. value chain tested it 



BLUEfasma Memorandum of Understanding

MoU between BLUEfasma partnership and private/public key actors of fishing & 

aquaculture sector has been signed

52 entities have already signed the MoU



Level of circularity in Mediterranean territories 

Overall view of the level of circularity in the Mediterranean territories involved in 

BLUEfasma project 



Level of circularity in Mediterranean territories 

The level of Med regions in terms of 

CE related to fisheries & 

aquaculture is quite low. 

The average willingness to invest in CE 

is encouraging. Stakeholders are 

receptive and ready to invest and search 

for new solutions that can support them 

in shifting towards a CE approach.



BLUEfasma Living Labs

Established

11 BLUEfasma

Living Labs 

in 9 countries


